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Well, he had years ago been thought a traitor for supporting
lie rights of his country, and he was willing to be thought so
again in so good a cause as this. Congress, under this Coasti-
tution, would have more than a tyrant's powers. It could lay
what taxes it chose. With a standing army it could keeo the
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people in submission. The President, if he should be ruthless
and able, could make himself absolute, "I would rather in-
finitely, and I am sure most of this convention are o£ the same
opinion, have a Mug, lords, and commons, than a government
so replete with such insupportable evils/' The thought of the
President sent Henry off into a torrent with which the reporter
could not keep up? and he reduced it to a note: "Here Mr
strongly and pathetically expatiated on the probability of the
president's enslaving America, and the horrid consequences that
must result" And so on for pages in the record, with lie threaten-
ing conclusion; S4I have, 1 £ears fatigued the committee, yet I
have not said the one hundred thousandth part of what I have
on my mind, and wish to impart."
On the 6th Madison made Ms first extended speech in the
convention. After the stately, elegant Randolph and the orchestra-
voiced Henry who looked lite an eagle in an ill-fitting wig, Madi-
son was so small he could hardly be seen by the spectators* and
his voice so low he could hardly be heard. He stood there with
Ms hat in his hand and his notes in Ms hat, beginning with
words which the reporter could not catch. When Madison be-
came audible lie was saying: "1 shall not attempt to make
impressions by any ardent professions of zeal for the public
welfare; we know the principles of every man will, and ought
to be judged^ not by his professions and declarations, but by
Ms conduct/* So "we ought to examine the constitution on its
merits solely: we are to inquire whether it will promote the
public happiness."
Henry had said the Constitution endangered the public liberty
in many instances, but he had not pointed out clearly what these
were. Madison called attention to the inconsistencies in Henry's
arguments, to the inaccuracies in Ms historical examples, to the
looseness in his political reasoning. Some of the objections to
the form of government now proposed had arisen because it
was misunderstood. "It is of a mixed nature; it is in a manner
unprecedented; we cannot find one express example in the ex-

